Classification Notes #2
The major characteristic that divides the animal kingdom is a backbone. It divides animals into two main groups called vertebrates and invertebrates.

Vertebrates: Vertebrates are animals that have backbones that surround their nerve cords. Small bones called vertebrae make up the backbone. Examples of vertebrates are: (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish)

The bodies of most vertebrates: Have a head and a trunk; Many have two pairs of limbs attached to the trunk; Ribs and bones that support the limbs are connected to the backbone; The bones give the body its shape and make up the skeleton.

Invertebrates: Invertebrates are animals without backbones. There are more invertebrates than vertebrates. Invertebrates make up about 90 per cent of all animals. Examples of invertebrates are: worms, centipedes, starfish, lobsters, spiders and insects.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Under the Animal Kingdom, the Phylum Chordata contains the following vertebrates.
Mammals
· Have hair or fur

· Give birth to live young

· Mammal mothers nurse their young with milk

· Have lungs and need air to breathe

· Mammals that live on land have 4 legs, and ears that stick out.

· Warm-blooded

Reptiles

· Have scales, not fur

· Have dry skin

· Usually lay eggs, sometimes live young

· Ear holes instead of ears

· 4 legs or no legs

· Cold-blooded

Birds

· Have feathers and wings

· Lay eggs

· Have 2 legs

· Ear holes instead of ears

· Warm-blooded

Amphibians

· Live on land and in water

· Webbed feet

· Breathe with lungs and gills

· Cold-blooded

· Moist, smooth skin, (no hair or fur)

· 4 legs (sometimes none)

· Lay many eggs

Fish

· Breathe underwater using gills, not lungs

· Live in water

· Have scales and fins (no hair or fur)

· Cold-blooded

· Lay MANY eggs

